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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
ENERGISED LEARNING
There has been a real buzz through the staff and students over this last week for learning. On Friday teachers from
Chatham joined teachers from Canterbury and Auburn to participate in a shared Curriculum Day around developing critical and creative thinking through STEM. Teachers were genuinely energised after listening to key speakers
and participating in hands-on challenges to get back to school and keep the momentum going.
Our first key note speakers were renowned Professor Jan van Driel and Dr Christine Redman from the University of
Melbourne who made a presentation around ‘What is this thing called STEM?’ Jan referred to an article in The Age
on 4th June that asked what the teaching profession will look like in the future. I am happy to say that teachers will
not become obsolete, but the way students learn and what skills they will need are changing. Even now, employers
are investing in team work, problem-solving and oral communication. Jan and Christine discussed the importance
of developing critical thinking, digital competencies and entrepreneurship as skills needed for the future. They also
discussed the idea of flipping the focus of coming up with solutions to learning how to identify a problem. They
asked us to think about not just teaching the learning areas of S-T-E-M (Science, Engineering, Technology and
Mathematics) in isolation, but as interdisciplinary areas and that it should be exciting, authentic and fun.
Today, I felt the same energy and excitement being displayed by our Year 5 students for their learning as they
showcased their Day of the Notables projects. The effort that had been put in was immediately obvious as well as
the pride the students exuded. Learning truly is a life long journey.
STUDENT REPORTING
In last week’s newsletter I spoke to the introduction of a new curriculum and changes in our reporting to parents.
Part of our changing reporting practice includes the introduction of Three-Way Conferences for students across the
school from Yr 2-6. Last year parent-student-teacher conferences were very successfully introduced to our Yr 5
families and positively received.
We believe Three-Way Conferences are an opportunity for parents, teachers and students to come together to
discuss a student’s learning achievements, needs and goals, as well as any other factors, which may impact learning. It is our belief that through active involvement, students take greater ownership and responsibility for their
learning. Further to this, Three-Way Conferences acknowledge that learning is the shared responsibility of students, parents and teachers.
Depending on each year level students will choose samples of work, with guidance from their teacher, that reflect
their achievement and growth and are a cause to celebrate.
All conferences are 15 minutes in duration. If you wish to discuss matters without your child present, you can ask
your child to prepare for a 10 minute Three-Way Conference, and spend the last 5 minutes with the teacher (or the
teacher may request this).
Next week a letter will be sent home from teachers detailing the expectations and role of each of the participants
in the Three-Way Conferences. Please ensure you read this carefully and are aware of what is expected to ensure
the process is successful.
Teachers will schedule time following the conference for students to reflect on the success of the meeting. We ask
that parents provide feedback on the conference format done via a survey sent home at the conclusion of all conferences.
An email will be sent home today with instructions on how to book your interview time online. Bookings open tomorrow from 5pm and close next Thursday 22nd June at 3:30. Student reports are sent home next Friday 23rd, in
readiness for Parent-Teacher Interviews (Prep and Year 1) and Three-Way Conferences (Yr 2-6) in the last week of
school, commencing Monday 26th June.
BRONWYN ORR—ACTING PRINCIPAL

Dates for the diary
Thursday 15th June

Year 5 day of the Notables—9:00am to 1:30pm

Friday 16th June

Year 6 Interschool Sport @ Camberwell PS
Parents’ club meeting at 9:15am in the library

Thursday 22nd June

Year 2 Old fashioned games day 9:15am to 11:00am

Friday 23rd June

Year 6 Interschool Sport @ Canterbury
Student reports coming home

Monday 26 June

parent/Teacher interviews this week
School Council @ 7:00pm

Friday 30th June

Last Day of term 2—school finishes at 2:30pm

Monday 17th July

Term 3 Commences

Wednesday 19th July

State School Spectacular rehearsal

Tuesday 25th July

Year 2 robotics Incursion

Saturday 29th july

parents’ club trivia night

Tuesday 1st August

Year 6 CERES Excursion

Friday 4th August

school disco

Monday 7th August

School Council meeting 7:00pm

Tuesday 8th August

Prep lego docklands excursion

Wednesday 16th august

state school spectacular rehearsal

Thursday 17th august

year 3 billy cart incursion

Monday 21st august

book week

Tuesday 22nd august

year 2 robotics incursion
Year 6 acmi excursion

Wednesday 23rd August

Book Week Parade 9:10am to 9:40am

Tuesday 29th August

Year 6 Graffiti Incursion 11:30am to 12:15pm

Thursday 31st August

Fathers Day breakfast

Friday 1st September

Fathers Day stall

Friday 8th September

Year 6 MAV Maths Games Day

Saturday 9th September

Kids Movie Night—school hall

Monday 11th September

Intensive Swimming Program commences
School Council @ 7:00pm

Saturday 16th September

State School Spectacular

Thursday 21st September

Last day of swimming

Friday 22nd September

Last day of term—school finishes at 2:30pm

Monday 9th October

First day of Term 4

***Saturday July 29th***
SAVE the DATE, book the baysitter and plan to join in the fun at
Chatham Primary's Annual Trivia Night...more details to come soon!!!
LOOKING FOR ACTIVITIES OVER THE HOLIDAYS?
CHECK OUT THE FLYERS ON THE NOTICE BOARD UNDER THE MUSIC ROOM VERANDAH.
YEAR 1 MUM'S MOVIE NIGHT
What better way to celebrate the end of term than to catch up with other Year 1 mums for a glass of wine and to
watch the movie, Rough Nights at Palace Balwyn.
When: Thursday 22 June
Time: Meeting around 7.30pm for a drink prior to movie
RSVP: By Friday 16 June to Jo Harris - michael-jo@bigpond.com/Louise Burnett - louiseburnett@live.com

